Discussion
The title compound is isostructural with its analogues [M(H 2 0)]2[02C(CH2)2C02]3 (M = Ce [1] , Pr [2] , Nd [3] , Eu [4] , Gd [5, 6] and Dy [7] ). The asymmetric unit consists of two samarium cations, three succinate anions and two aqua ligands. The Sm atoms are each coordinated by nine O atoms of six succinate anions and one aqua ligand, forming a tricapped trigonal prism, in which the Sm-O bond distances range from 2.377(3) Â to 2.586(3) À, with an average of 2.471 Â. The polyhedra are edgeshared, generating one-dimensional infinite chains along the [100] direction. They are further linked by the gauche succinate ligands into layers along [001] and parallel to (010). The tetradentate succinate anions form pillars, resulting in a threedimensional framework. The aqua ligands donate hydrogen atoms to carboxylate oxygen atoms to form hydrogen bonds (d(0 ~0) = 2.731 Â -2.925 Â), which make a significant contribution to stabilization of the crystal structure. Bond lengths and angles within the succinate anions exhibit normal values [8, 9] . 
